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Mayor Le Lam with graduates of the Adult Migrant English Program. Photo by RADIM CECHVALA

Handling new skill
Language classes learn food safety
IT was pancakes all round,
when students from a vari-
ety of cultural backgrounds,
including Afghan, Iraqi and
Chinese, showed-off their
cooking skills after complet-
ing a six-week safe food han-
dling course last week.

The 17 English language
students, participating in
the Federally funded Adult
Migrant English Program
(AMEP), were presented
their graduation certificates
by Auburn Mayor Le Lam on
Thursday.

The safe handling of food
course was a joint project
between AMEP and Auburn
Council.

Council Manager of Regu-
latory Compliance David
Wilson said food standards
was an ongoing problem in

the region and that was why
Council became involved.

"We've had a few situations
here in Auburn when it comes
to food hygiene and this is a
way we can educate people
before they enter the industry
- A way to show them what
the acceptable standards are,"
he said.

After the ceremony the stu-
dents impressed guests and
family by cooking-up pan-
cakes with cream and straw-
berries.

AMEP Operations Manager
Karen Aylott said the students
completed the safe handling
of food course as a sideline
for their English lessons.

"ACL is delighted to be
working with Auburn Coun-
cil to deliver the Safe Food
Handling course," Ms Aylott

said.
"It has been a great oppor-

tunity for our AMEP students
to learn practical work-based
skills while they are learn-
ing English. These skills can
help our students in achieving
their employment and settle-
ment goals in Australia.

"This course allows students
to gain experience before go-
ing out into the workforce"

Berala resident Ghulam
Abbas Sharifi said he thor-
oughly enjoyed completing
the course.

The 20-year-old already
works casual in a take away
food store, and said the course
will help him in the future.

"This course gave me much
experience in food handling -
like using tongs and gloves,"
he said.
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