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Colourful extravaganza draws upon cultural gifts

Celebrations
of refugees'
rich heritage
THE ACL Auburn College celebrated 2007 Refugee
Week at Auburn Town Hall yesterday with 150 stu-
dents exhibiting cultural costume parades, dancing,
singing and student art exhibitions from their indi-
vidual nations.
This year has a theme "The Voices of Young Refu-

gees" where students from Afghanistan, Lebanon,
China, Turkey, Burma and Iraq showcased their rich,
diverse and colourful heritage.

Burmese dancing, Turkish and Chinese singing and
student drawings and craft work was also on display.
ACL Auburn College Acting Manager Marina

Sherbak said Refugee Week - which coincides with
World Refugee Day on June 20 - was an opportu-
nity to acknowledge the contribution refugees make
to society.

"This is a real acknowledgment of those students
who entered the country as refugees and who contrib-
ute to our society on a daily basis," Ms Sherbak said.

"It is about encouraging and assisting them in their
current life and future. It is about helping to settle new
arrivals successfully in Australia. It is about building
our future together."

ACL is the largest provider of high quality English
language education in Australia and has been work-
ing since 1998 to educate and settle newly arrived
migrants and refugees as part of the Adult Migrant
English Program (AMEP).

The college works actively to assist in rebuilding
the lives of newly arrived migrants and refugees and
provides support and skills for them to contribute to
the community.

Since October 2005, ACL has settled more than
6600 humanitarian entrants to the country through the
Integrated Humanitarian Settlement Strategy (IHSS).
In addition, ACL has assisted more than 2600 human-
itarian arrivals in transit to other states.

In 2006/2007 ACL Auburn College had more than
1800 students and the number of youth students
(those under the age of 25) was close to 360.
The top countries of birth for AMEP Auburn stu-

dents for 2006/2007 is Afghanistan, Lebanon and
China.
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