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Housing project a
welcome addition
I HAD the pleasure of
opening Botanica Cen-
tral Park recently.

The park is situated
in the housing estate of
Botanica in Lidcombe, a
place that is rich in his-
tory. It was the site of
Lidcombe Hospital for
100 years up to 1995 and
then acted as the official
media village during the
2000 Olympic Games,
providing short-term
accommodation for ap-
proximately 5000 jour-
nalists from around the
world.

Australand has since
master planned the site
with great care and in-
tegrity, creating a resi-
dential development that
respects its history and at
-rite-same time planning
and building a wonder-
ful open space area for
the community to enjoy.
Heritage buildings and
trees on the site have
been kept intact.

This development is
one of the largest urban
redevelopment sites in
the Auburn local govern-
ment area. Council has
worked cooperatively
with Australand for many
years and we look for-
ward to many more years
of cooperation to see this
new community flour-

ish and become a fully
completed estate housing
over 2000 people.

THE Auburn Commu-
nity Development and
Support Expenditure
Scheme (CDSE) is now
open.

Applications will be ac-
cepted until April 30. In
the scheme, local clubs
contribute a proportion
of funds from gaming
machines towards local
projects and services.
Categories for funding
are community welfare
and social services, com-

munity development
projects, community
health services and em-
ployment assistance ac-
tivities.

An information session
will be held for applicants
on Thursday, March 29,
at 11am at the Exhibi-
tion Gallery at the Coun-
cil office. It will provide
tips on writing a good
application, eligibility
criteria, the application
process, project planning
and development and lo-
cal priorities.

For further information
contact Brooke Endycott,
Auburn Council on 9735
1316.

ON Saturday March 31,

all businesses and house-
holds in Sydney are in-
vited to join in Earth
Hour by turning off their
lights for one hour from
7.30pm.
This initiative aims to

reduce the amount of
greenhouse' gases emit-
ted by energy use. Coun-
cil supports this event
and encourages people
to participate (keeping in
mind safety and security
issues). Some of things
you can do during Earth
Hour and afterwards are:
enjoy a candle-lit dinner
with your friends or
family; unplug any ap-
pliances - mobile phone
charger, television, mi-
crowave, MP3 player

- that are not being used
and are on standby ( ap-
pliances left on standby
account for up to 10
per cent of the average
household's electricity
use); install energy ef-
ficient light globes and
choose energy efficient
models when buying new
appliances.

IT was wonderful to
celebrate Harmony Day
with the community last
week.

I attended an event by
the Australian Centre for
Languages (ACL) at Bi-

centennial Park. Students
from all the ACL colleg-
es in Sydney including
Auburn congregated. It
seemed like every coun-
try was represented and
wonderful diversity of
our community was clear
to see.

I thank the ACL for in-
viting me to speak at the
function and I commend
them for their work with
new migrants and refu-
gees in this area, giving
them the ability to com-
municate, linking them
to essential services and
helping them make the
transition from the life
they have known into a
new and brighter future.

I ALSO attended the
Senior's Week Concert,
which gets bigger and
better every year and has
become a highlight of
the Senior's Week calen-
dar of events. This year
it was good to see peo-
ple from more cultural
backgrounds including
Italian, Greek and Chi-
nese attend the concert. I
appreciate and thank the
hard working Council
community services staff
for organising Senior's
Week activities, which
is always enjoyed by the
community. -

From the Auburn
Mayor's Desk
Cr. Le Lam
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